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Ikeda pointed out the case of Chu Joto, a remedy
which has made a millionaire out of Air. Jusha
Tsumura and gotten him the reputation of being
the Lydia Pinkham of Japan. All Mr. Tsumura
did was manufacture on a large scale what his
ancestors had been making for centuries. The
remedy was concocted by a Tsumura ancestor
over five hundred years ago when the Princess
Chu Jo Hime was in need of a remedy. That was
in the Kamakura era when Buddhism interested
people in doing charitable deeds, so the princess
gave the medicine to the poor, and thereafter the
Tsumura family was on its way. Now it is sold
as a patent medicine.
So Dr. Ikeda feels that Japan is on the verge
of many valuable discoveries in the old field of
Chinese medicine which, through the past centu-
ries, has become native to Japan. Though he has
no personal interest in the Chinese kuroyaki reme-
dies, he pointed out that even they are now being
subjected to analysis. Before the Meiji Restora-
tion in 1868 it seems that there were only two
kuroyakt stores in Tokyo, but now there are three,
a fact which shows that the belief in such specifics
has not died.
At Dr. Ikeda's suggestion, I visited the Ito
kurokafdya which has been flourishing for several